
Dear Parent/Guardian,   

  

We have enjoyed having students back in College since mid-March and we’re working hard to ensure 

that our college continues to be a safe learning environment. We are extremely grateful for your 

support throughout the first term to ensure we have been able to maximise face-to-face teaching 

and for the support you’ve shown since we returned to remote learning at the beginning of January.   

Following a successful onsite testing regime, you may have heard that schools and colleges will be 

offering home-testing to students and staff going forward. This testing is for those without any 

symptoms of Covid-19 and will use new, quicker tests known as ‘lateral flow devices.’ This letter is to 

help give you more information about the home testing programme. 

Why are we testing?  

Up to a third of people who have Covid-19 are asymptomatic. Testing we will help to reduce the 

spread in college through asymptomatic transmission and help students to safely return to College 

and continue to access face-to-face education.   

Plan for Home Testing   

We’re now able to offer students home testing kits. This means students can test themselves quickly 

and easily at home, twice each week and report their results back to us and the NHS online.  Home 

test kits will be issued initially to those who have already completed a Covid test in College over the 

past few weeks and have provided consent.  Home testing should commence week commencing 

29th March for these students and continue during any holiday periods, such as the forthcoming 

Easter break.  

All Carlisle College students have been contacted directly via email regarding home testing and the 

distribution of these tests. Information has also been provided for those students who would like to 

take part in home testing but have NOT yet completed a test onsite. 

How does my child take the test? 

Taking the test at home is really simple to do and should only take a few minutes to complete, but 

students should wait 30 minutes before reading their results. Instructions will be included in all test 

kits and you can watch the video below, which guides you through the process. 

COVID-19 Lateral Flow Test demonstration for school pupils - YouTube  

How does my child get their results? 

The test will tell you your child’s result after 30 minutes. If a students result is negative they can 

continue to attend college, following all of the health and safety guidance in place. If a student's 

result is positive, they and their household will be required to self-isolate following NHS guidance. 

What if my child tests positive?                                                                                                                           

If a student tests positive they must not attend college, they will need to self-isolate and book a test 

through the NHS as soon as possible to confirm the result.   

What happens if the test is negative?    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SLcJV5bw2qI


Students who test negative will be able to stay in college and resume their activities as normal. 

Students will be informed of negative test results via text/email. A small number of students may 

need to repeat the test if the first test was invalid or void for some reason.  

Close contact with a positive case   

We will notify any students identified as a close contact of a positive case. There may be instances 

where close contacts are also contacted by NHS Test and Trace. Students will be required to self-

isolate in line with NHS guidance.   

Developing symptoms  

This testing programme is for people with no symptoms. If your child develops symptoms at any 

time (including a high temperature; a new, continuous cough; or a loss or change to their sense of 

smell or taste) they must immediately self-isolate, and book a test by calling 119 or visiting 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test.   

  

Thank you once again for your support.  

  

Best wishes,  

Steven Salkeld  

  

Interim Principal 


